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XHtml  Tags
3Basic Tags


3<!DOCTYPE>


3<html>


3<body>


4<h1> to <h6>


4<p>


4<br />


4<hr />


5<!--...-->


5Char Format


5<b>


5<i>


5<em>


5<big>


6<strong>


6<small>


6<sup><sub>


6<bdo>


7Output


7<pre>


7<code>


7<tt>


8<kbd>


8<dfn>


8<var>


8<samp>


9Blocks


9<acronym>


9<abbr>


9<address>


9<blockquote>


10<q>


10<cite>


10<ins>


10<del>


11Links


11<a>


11<link>


12Input


12<form>


12<input />


13<textarea>


13<button>


14<select>


14<optgroup>


15<option>


15<label>


15<fieldset>


16<legend>


16Lists


16<ul>


16<ol>


17<li>


17<dl>


17<dt>


18<dd>


18Images


18<img />


18<map>


19<area />


19Tables


19<table>


20<caption>


20<th>


21<tr>


22<td>


23<thead>


24<tbody>


24<tfoot>


25<col>


25<colgroup>


26Styles


26<style>


27<div>


27<span>


27Meta Info


27<head>


28<title>


28<meta>


29<base />


29Programming


29<script>


30<noscript>


30<object>


31<param>



Basic Tags
<!DOCTYPE>
Document type declaration. This is used to let the browser know what version of HTML you are using. If you don't use it, or if you get it wrong, the browser will assume you don't know what you're doing and switch to 'quirks mode', which will not render things as they should be. Apparently it's more 'forgiving' but it actually seems to be quite random and confusing.
The case must be like that in the example below (with upper case 'DOCTYPE'). It does not close like other tags.
Required Attributes
None (but strict syntax - see below).
Optional Attributes
None
Example
<!DOCTYPE html PUBLIC "-//W3C//DTD XHTML 1.0 Strict//EN"

"http://www.w3.org/TR/xhtml1/DTD/xhtml1-strict.dtd">
<html>
The root element that specifies that the content of the document is HMTL. The opening tag immediately follows the DOCTYPE declaration and the closing tag is the last thing in the document. The html element must contain the head and the body elements.
Required Attributes
xmlns is used to define the XML namespace. The value must be http://www.w3.org/1999/xhtml. 
Optional Attributes
I18n attributes
Example
<html xmlns="http://www.w3.org/1999/xhtml" xml:lang="en"> 
    <head> 
        [stuff] 
    </head> 
    <body> 
        [stuff] 
    </body> 
</html>
<body>
The main body of an HTML document where all of the content is placed. You must use this element and it should be used just once. It must start immediately after the closing head tag and end directly before the closing html tag.
Required Attributes
None
Optional Attributes
Common attributes
Example
<html> 
    <head> 
    </head> 
    <body> 
        [a whole load of stuff] 
    </body> 
</html>
<h1> to <h6>
Heading 1 to Heading 6 (1 being the highest level, 6 being the lowest). Headings should be used in order and h1 used just once.
Required Attributes

None. 

Optional Attributes

Common attributes 

Example
<h1>The main heading</h1> 
<h2>A subheading</h2> 
<p>ra ra ra ra ra</p> 
<h2>Another subheading</h2>
<p>
Paragraph

Required Attributes

None. 

Optional Attributes

Common attributes 

Example
<p>Big long paragraph thing.</p>
<br />
A line break.
Required Attributes

None. 

Optional Attributes

Core attributes 

Example
<p>some text ra ra<br /> 
and some more ra ra</p>
<hr />
b (bold), i (italic), tt (teletype), sub (subscript), sup (superscript), big, small and hr (horizontal rule) are all presentational tags. As such, their use should be avoided and CSS used instead.

Required Attributes

None. 

Optional Attributes

Common attributes 

Example
<p><b>This is bold</b>, <i>this is italic</i>, <tt>this is teletype</tt>.</p> <hr /> <p><sub>This is subscript</sub>, <sup>this is superscript</sup>, <big>this is big</big>, <small>this is small</small>.</p>
<!--...-->
Char Format
<b>
b (bold), i (italic), tt (teletype), sub (subscript), sup (superscript), big, small and hr (horizontal rule) are all presentational tags. As such, their use should be avoided and CSS used instead.
Required Attributes

None. 

Optional Attributes

Common attributes 

Example
<p><b>This is bold</b>, <i>this is italic</i>, <tt>this is teletype</tt>.</p> <hr /> <p><sub>This is subscript</sub>, <sup>this is superscript</sup>, <big>this is big</big>, <small>this is small</small>.</p>
<i>
b (bold), i (italic), tt (teletype), sub (subscript), sup (superscript), big, small and hr (horizontal rule) are all presentational tags. As such, their use should be avoided and CSS used instead.
Required Attributes

None. 

Optional Attributes

Common attributes 

Example
<p><b>This is bold</b>, <i>this is italic</i>, <tt>this is teletype</tt>.</p> <hr /> <p><sub>This is subscript</sub>, <sup>this is superscript</sup>, <big>this is big</big>, <small>this is small</small>.</p>
<em>
Emphasis
Required Attributes

None. 

Optional Attributes

Common attributes 

Example
<p>That's <em>emphasis</em> ladies and gentlemen.</p>
<big>
b (bold), i (italic), tt (teletype), sub (subscript), sup (superscript), big, small and hr (horizontal rule) are all presentational tags. As such, their use should be avoided and CSS used instead.
Required Attributes

None. 

Optional Attributes

Common attributes 

Example
<p><b>This is bold</b>, <i>this is italic</i>, <tt>this is teletype</tt>.</p> <hr /> <p><sub>This is subscript</sub>, <sup>this is superscript</sup>, <big>this is big</big>, <small>this is small</small>.</p>
<strong>
Strong emphasis.
Required Attributes

None. 

Optional Attributes

Common attributes 

Example
<p>That's <strong>strong emphasis</strong> ladies and gentlemen.</p> 
<small>
b (bold), i (italic), tt (teletype), sub (subscript), sup (superscript), big, small and hr (horizontal rule) are all presentational tags. As such, their use should be avoided and CSS used instead.
Required Attributes

None. 

Optional Attributes

Common attributes 

Example
<p><b>This is bold</b>, <i>this is italic</i>, <tt>this is teletype</tt>.</p> <hr /> <p><sub>This is subscript</sub>, <sup>this is superscript</sup>, <big>this is big</big>, <small>this is small</small>.</p>
<sup><sub>
b (bold), i (italic), tt (teletype), sub (subscript), sup (superscript), big, small and hr (horizontal rule) are all presentational tags. As such, their use should be avoided and CSS used instead.
Required Attributes

None. 

Optional Attributes

Common attributes 

Example
<p><b>This is bold</b>, <i>this is italic</i>, <tt>this is teletype</tt>.</p> <hr /> <p><sub>This is subscript</sub>, <sup>this is superscript</sup>, <big>this is big</big>, <small>this is small</small>.</p>
<bdo>
Bi-directional text. Defines an element that has different directional content. This is usually used with languages that are read in a different direction to the default language. For example, if Hebrew were used in an English document, it would need to be defined as being read from right-to-left.
Required Attributes

dir is used to specify the direction and can be set to ltr (left-to-right) or rtl (right-to-left). 

Optional Attributes

xml:lang can be used to specify the language of the element. 

Core attributes 

Example
<p>The output of this <bdo dir="rtl">word</bdo> will actually be "drow".</p>
Output
<pre>
Preformatted text. Text where the whitespace (that is normally discarded by other elements) is as much a part of the content as the rest of the text. Commonly used to display computer code because it maintains nesting indentations.
Required Attributes

None. 

Optional Attributes

Common attributes 

Example
<p>The basic structure of an HTML document:</p> 
<pre> 
<code>&lt;html&gt;</code> 
    <code>&lt;head&gt;</code> 
    <code>&lt;/head&gt;</code> 
    <code>&lt;body&gt;</code> 
        <code>[stuff]</code> 
    <code>&lt;/body&gt;</code> 
<code>&lt;/html&gt; </code> 
</pre>
<code>
Defines code (such as computer code).
Required Attributes

None. 

Optional Attributes

Common attributes 

Example
<p>You can use the <code>code</code> tag to define computer code.</p>
<tt>
b (bold), i (italic), tt (teletype), sub (subscript), sup (superscript), big, small and hr (horizontal rule) are all presentational tags. As such, their use should be avoided and CSS used instead.
Required Attributes

None. 

Optional Attributes

Common attributes 

Example
<p><b>This is bold</b>, <i>this is italic</i>, <tt>this is teletype</tt>.</p> <hr /> <p><sub>This is subscript</sub>, <sup>this is superscript</sup>, <big>this is big</big>, <small>this is small</small>.</p>
<kbd>
Keyboard. Used to define text that should be typed in by the user.
Required Attributes

None. 

Optional Attributes

Common attributes 

Example
<p>Type <kbd>www.divhome.com</kbd> into your browser.</p>
<dfn>
Definition term. The title attribute is often used to describe the definition.
Required Attributes

None. 

Optional Attributes

Common attributes 

Example
<p><dfn title="Microsoft web browser">Internet Explorer</dfn> is the most popular browser used underwater.</p> 

<var>
Variable. Defines a computer variable for example.

Required Attributes

None. 

Optional Attributes

Common attributes 

Example

<code><var>wordcount</var> = 6878;</code>
<samp>
Sample. Defines sample output, from a computer program for example.

Required Attributes

None. 

Optional Attributes

Common attributes 

Example

<p>If you select the 'champion' option, you will receive the message <samp>The monkey is not a caterpillar</samp>.</p>
Blocks
<acronym>
Defines an element that is made up of the first letters of the words of a phrase such as 'CSS'.

The title attribute is generally used to specify the whole word or phrase that the abbreviation is referring to.

An acronym is also an abbreviation, but an abbreviation is not necessarily an acronym.

Required Attributes

None. 

Optional Attributes

Common attributes 

Example

<acronym title="Cascading Style Sheets">CSS</acronym>
<abbr>
Defines an element that is a shortened word or phrase, such as 'HTML'.

The title attribute is generally used to specify the whole word or phrase that the abbreviation is referring to.

An acronym is also an abbreviation, but an abbreviation is not necessarily an acronym.

Note: The abbr tag is not recognised in Internet Explorer.

Required Attributes

None. 

Optional Attributes

Common attributes 

Example

<abbr title="HyperText Markup Language">HTML</abbr>
<address>
Defines contact information, such as an address or a signature.
Required Attributes

None. 

Optional Attributes

Common attributes 

Example

<address>77 HTML Dog Road, Ealing, London</address>
<blockquote>
A large quotation. The content of a blockquote element must include block-level elements such as headings, lists, paragraphs or div's.

Required Attributes

None. 

Optional Attributes

cite can be used to specify the location (in the form of a URI) where the quote has come from. 

Common attributes 

Example

<blockquote cite="http://www.divhome.com/reference/htmltags/blockquote/">
<p>A large quotation. The content of a blockquote element must include block-level elements such as headings, lists, paragraphs or div's.</p>
<p>cite can be used to specify the location (in the form of a URI) where the quote has come from.</p> </blockquote>
<q>
An in-line quote. Used for small quotations.

Required Attributes

None. 

Optional Attributes

cite can be used to specify the location (in the form of a URI) where the quote has come from. 

Common attributes 

Example

<p>Bob said <q>sexy pyjamas</q> but Chris said <q>a kimono</q></p>
<cite>
Defines an in-line citation or reference to another source.

Required Attributes

None. 

Optional Attributes

Common attributes 

Example

<p>And <cite>Bob</cite> said <q>No, I think it's a banana</q>.</p>
<ins>
Insertion. Used to define an editorial insertion of content. Often used along with del.

Required Attributes

None. 

Optional Attributes

cite can be used to specify the location (as a URI) of an explanation of why the insertion was made. 

datetime can be used to specify when the insertion was made. 

Common attributes 

Example

<p>It really was <ins cite="rarara.html" datetime="20031024">very</ins> good.</p>
<del>
Deletion. Used to define an editorial deletion of content. Often used along with ins.

Required Attributes

None. 

Optional Attributes

cite can be used to specify the location (as a URI) of an explanation of why the deletion was made. 

datetime can be used to specify when the deletion was made. 

Common attributes 

Example
<p>It really was<del cite="rarara.html" datetime="20031023">n't</del> very good.</p>
Links
<a>
Anchor. Primarily used as a hypertext link. The link can be to another page, a part of a page or any other location on the web.

Note: An anchor (a point in a page where a link can jump to) does not need to be defined with the a tag. Applying the id attribute to any tag will achieve this.

Required Attributes

None. 

Optional Attributes

href can be used to specify the target of a link. 

charset can be used to specify the character set of the target of a link. 

type can be used to specify the MIME type of the target of a link. 

hreflang can be used to specify the language (in the form of a language code) of the target of a link. It should only be used when href is also used. 

rel can be used to specify the relationship of the target of the link to the current page. 

rev can be used to specify the relationship of the current page to the target of the link. 

accesskey can be used to associate a keyboard shortcut to the element. 

tabindex can be used to specify where the element appears in the tab order of the page. 

Common attributes 

Example

<p><a href="http://www.divhome.com">Link to a URI</a></p>

<p><a href="#content">Link to a page anchor</a></p>
<link>
Defines a link to an external resource. It is most commonly used to link a CSS file to an HTML document.

link must appear within the head element.

Required Attributes

None. 

Optional Attributes

href can be used to specify the target of a link. 

charset can be used to specify the character set of the target of a link. 

hreflang can be used to specify the language (in the form of a language code) of the target of a link. It should only be used when href is also used. 

type can be used to specify the MIME type of the target of a link. 

rel can be used to specify the relationship of the target of the link to the current page. 

rev can be used to specify the relationship of the current page to the target of the link. 

media can be used to specify which media the link is associated to. A value such as screen, print, projection, braille, speech or all can be used or a combination in a comma-separated list. 

Common attributes 

Example

<link rel="stylesheet" type="text/css" href="default.css" />
Input
<form>
Defines a form allowing user-inputted data to be sent somewhere. It is used with elements such as input, select and textarea.

Required Attributes

action is used to specify where the form is sent to. It must take the form of a URI. 

Optional Attributes

method can be used to specify how the form is sent. The value must be get (default), which bolts the form values onto the URI or post which invisibly sends the form data in the body of the HTTP request. 

enctype can be used to specify the MIME type used to encode the form data. The default value is application/x-www-form-urlencoded, but this should be multipart/form-data when the form contains a file input element. 

accept can be used to specify which file-types (selected from a file input element) should be accepted. This is a comma-separated list of MIME types. 

accept-charset can be used to specify which character sets should be accepted. This is a comma-separated list. 

Common attributes 

Example

<form action="/somedirectory/somformprocessingscript.php" method="post">
<div>House number: <input type="text" name="housenumber" /></div>
<div>Street: <input type="text" name="street" /></div>
<div><input type="submit" /></div> </form>
<input />
A form element that can be represented as a text box, password text box, check box, radio button, submit button, reset button, hidden input field, image (which acts as a submit button), file selection box or general button.

Required Attributes

None. 

Optional Attributes

name can be used so that the value of the element can be processed. 

type can be used to specify the type of input. Values can be text (default), password, checkbox, radio, submit, reset, hidden, image, file or button. 

value can be used to specify the initial value. It is required when type is set to checkbox or radio. It should not be used when type is set to file. 

checked can be used when type is set to checkbox or radio to set the initial state of a check box or radio button to be selected. It must be used in the format checked="checked". 

maxlength can be used to specify the maximum number of characters allowed in a text box. 

src can be used when type is set to image to specify the location of an image file. 

alt can be used when type is set to image to specify the alternative text of the image, which should be a short description. 

accept can be used when type is set to file to specify which file-types should be accepted. This is a comma-separated list of MIME types. 

disabled can be used to disable an element. It must be used in the format disabled="disabled". 

readonly can be used to specify that the value of the element can not be changed. It must be used in the format readonly="readonly". 

accesskey can be used to associate a keyboard shortcut to the element. 

tabindex can be used to specify where the element appears in the tab order of the page. 

Common attributes 

Example

<form action="somescript.php" />
<p>Do you like pie?</p>
<div>yes <input type="radio" name="pie" value="yes" checked="checked" /></div>
<div>no <input type="radio" name="pie" value="no" /></div>
<div>Your name: <input type="text" name="name" /></div>
<div><input type="image" name="submitimage" src="someimage.gif" /></div>
</form>
<textarea>
A multi-row text area form element. The initial value of the text area can be placed in between the opening and closing tags.

Required Attributes

rows is used to define the number of viewable rows. 

cols is used to specify the number of viewable columns. 

Optional Attributes

name can be used so that the value of the element can be processed. 

disabled can be used to disable the element. It must be used in the format disabled="disabled". 

readonly can be used to specify that the value of the element can not be changed. It must be used in the format readonly="readonly". 

accesskey can be used to associate a keyboard shortcut to the element. 

tabindex can be used to specify where the element appears in the tab order of the page. 

Common attributes 

Example

<form action="somescript.php" />

<p>Your address</p>

<div><textarea name="address"cols="30" rows="4"></textarea></div>

<div><input type="submit" /></div>

</form>
<button>
Defines a form button that has content within it.

Required Attributes

None. 

Optional Attributes

accesskey can be used to associate a particular keyboard shortcut to the element. 

tabindex can be used to specify where the element appears in the tab order of the page. 

disabled can be used to disable the button. It must be used in the format disabled="disabled". 

name can be used to associate a name to the button so that it can be processed by a form-handling script. 

type can be used to specify the button type. Values can be button (doesn't do anything), submit (default; submits the form when the button is selected) or reset (resets the form). 

value can be used to specify an initial value. 

Common attributes 

Example

<button>Push my <strong>button</strong> baby</button>
<select>
A drop-down list form element. option elements within the select element define each list item.

Required Attributes

None. 

Optional Attributes

name can be used so that the value of the selected option element can be processed. 

size can be used to specify how many items of the list are displayed at any time. The default is 1. 

multiple can be used to specify that more than one item from the list can be selected. This must be used in the format multiple="multiple". 

disabled can be used to disable an element. It must be used in the format disabled="disabled". 

tabindex can be used to specify where the element appears in the tab order of the page. 

Common attributes 

Example

<select name="dogs">

<option>Domestic Dog</option>

<option>Arctic Fox</option>

<option>Maned Wolf</option>

<option>Grey Wolf</option>

<option>Red Fox</option>

<option>Fennec</option>

</select>
<optgroup>
Option group. Defines a group of option elements in a select form field.

Required Attributes

label is used to assign a label to the option group. 

Optional Attributes

disabled can be used to disable an element. It must be used in the format disabled="disabled". 

Common attributes 

Example

<select name="catsndogs">

<optgroup label="Cats">

<option>Tiger</option> 

<option>Leopard</option>

<option>Lynx</option>

</optgroup>

<optgroup label="Dogs">

<option>Grey Wolf</option>

<option>Red Fox</option>

<option>Fennec</option>

</optgroup>

</select>
<option>
Defines an option of a select form field.

Required Attributes

None. 

Optional Attributes

selected can be used to specify that the option is initially selected. It must be used in the format selected="selected". 

value can be used to specify a value for the option. If value is not used, the value of the option element is set to its contents by default. 

Common attributes 

Example

<select name="dogs">

<option>Domestic Dog</option>

<option>Arctic Fox</option>

<option>Maned Wolf</option>

<option>Grey Wolf</option>

<option>Red Fox</option>

<option>Fennec</option>

</select>
<label>
Label for a form element (input, textarea or select).

Required Attributes

None. 

Optional Attributes

for can be used to associate the label to a form element when the value of for matches the value of an element's id attribute. 

accesskey can be used to associate a keyboard shortcut to the element. 

Common attributes 

Example

<label for="email">Email address</label>

<input type="text" name="email" id="email" />
<fieldset>
Defines a group of related form items.

Required Attributes

None. 

Optional Attributes

Common attributes 

Example

<fieldset>

<div>First name: <input /></div> 

<div>Surname: <input /></div>

</fieldset>
<legend>
Defines a caption for a fieldset. The element must appear directly after the opening fieldset tag.

Required Attributes

None. 

Optional Attributes

accesskey can be used to associate a keyboard shortcut to the element. 

Common attributes 

Example

<fieldset>

<legend>Name</legend>

<div>First name: <input name="firstname" /></div> 

<div>Surname: <input name="surname" /></div>

</fieldset>
Lists
<ul>
Unordered list. Defines a list that has no logical sequence. Used in conjunction with li to define the list items.

Required Attributes

None. 

Optional Attributes

Common attributes 

Example

<ul>

<li>This</li>     

<li>That</li>     

<li>The other</li> 

</ul> 
<ol>
Ordered list. Used to define a list that has a logical sequence. Used in conjunction with li to define the list items.

Required Attributes

None. 

Optional Attributes

Common attributes 

Example

<ol>     

<li>First item</li>     

<li>Second item</li>     

<li>Third item</li> 

</ol>
<li>
List item. Used in conjunction with ul or ol to make an unordered list or ordered list respectively.

Required Attributes

None. 

Optional Attributes

Common attributes 

Example

<ul>     

<li>This</li>     

<li>That</li>     

<li>The other</li> 

</ul>
<dl>
Definition list. Used in conjunction with dt to define definition terms and dd, to definition descriptions.

Required Attributes

None. 

Optional Attributes

Common attributes 

Example

<dl>     

<dt>Dog</dt>     

<dd>A carnivorous mammal of the family Canidae.</dd> 

</dl>
<dt>
Definition list. Used in conjunction with dt to define definition terms and dd, to definition descriptions.

Required Attributes

None. 

Optional Attributes

Common attributes 

Example

<dl>     

<dt>Dog</dt>     

<dd>A carnivorous mammal of the family Canidae.</dd> 

</dl>
<dd>
Definition description. Used in conjunction with dl to define a definition list and dt, to define the term linked with the description.

Required Attributes

None. 

Optional Attributes

Common attributes 

Example

<dl>     

<dt>Dog</dt>     

<dd>A carnivorous mammal of the family Canidae.</dd> 

</dl>
Images
<img />
Note: When an image is used as a link, many browsers will show a border around the image. To get rid of this you should use CSS (border: 0).

Required Attributes

src is used to specify the location of the image file. 

alt is used to specify the alternative text of the image, which should be a short description. 

Optional Attributes

longdesc can be used to specify the location (in the form of a URI) of a description of the image. 

height can be used to define the height of the image (in pixels). This can also be done with CSS. 

width can be used to define the width of the image (in pixels). This can also be done with CSS. 

Common attributes 

Example

<img src="http://www.divhome.com/images/logo.gif" alt="HTML Dog" />
<map>
A client-side image map. Used in conjunction with area to map links to certain regions of an image.

Required Attributes

id is used to uniquely identify the element. 

Optional Attributes

class can be used to reference the element with CSS. 

title can be used to specify a title for the element. 

I18n attributes 

Event attributes 

Example

<map id ="atlas">     

<area shape ="rect" coords ="0,0,115,90" href ="northamerica.html" alt="North America" />     

<area shape ="poly" coords ="113,39,187,21,180,72,141,77,117,86" href ="europe.html" alt="Europe" />     

<area shape ="poly" coords ="119,80,162,82,175,102,183,102,175,148,122,146" href ="africa.html" alt="Africa" /> 

</map>
<area />
A region of a client-side image map. Used in conjunction with map to map links to certain regions of an image.

Required Attributes

alt is used to specify the alternative text of the area, which should be a short description. 

Optional Attributes

shape can be used to specify the shape of the area. The value can be rect (rectangular), circle (circular), poly (polygonal) or default. 

coords can be used to specify the pixel coordinates of the area. For rectangular shapes, this is a comma-separated list of four values for left, top, right and bottom (eg. coords="0,0,50,50"). For circular shapes this is a comma-separated list of three values for left, top and radius (eg. coords="50,50,25"). For polygonal shapes, this is a comma-separated list containing an even number of values, specifying the left and top of each point of the shape (eg. coords="0,0,25,25,50,25,50,100"). 

href can be used to specify the target of the area link. 

nohref can be used to specify that the area is not a link. It must be used in the format nohref="nohref". 

accesskey can be used to associate a keyboard shortcut to the area. 

tabindex can be used to specify where the area appears in the tab order of the page. 

Common attributes 

Example

<map id ="atlas">     

<area shape ="rect" coords ="0,0,115,90" href ="northamerica.html" alt="North America" />     

<area shape ="poly" coords ="113,39,187,21,180,72,141,77,117,86" href ="europe.html" alt="Europe" />     

<area shape ="poly" coords ="119,80,162,82,175,102,183,102,175,148,122,146" href ="africa.html" alt="Africa" /> 

</map>
Tables
<table>
Defines a table used for tabular data.

Required Attributes

None. 

Optional Attributes

summary can be used to provide a summary of the data represented in the table. 

Common attributes 

Note: There are other valid attributes (border, cellpadding, cellspacing, frame, rules, width) but they are purely presentational and so CSS should be used instead. 

Example

<table>     

<tr>         

<th>Question</th>         

<th>Answer</th>         

<th>Correct?</th>     

</tr>     

<tr>         

<td>What is the capital of Burundi?</td>         

<td>Bujumburra</td>         

<td>Yes</td>     

</tr>     

<tr>         

<td>What is the capital of France?</td>         

<td>F</td>         

<td>Erm... sort of</td>     

</tr> 

</table>
<caption>
Defines a caption for a table. It must appear straight after the opening table tag and used only once.

Required Attributes

None. 

Optional Attributes

Common attributes 

Example

<table>     

<caption>Mushroom sales</caption>
... 

</table>
<th>
Table header cell. Defines a column or row header that is not table data itself. If a cell acts as both header and data, td should be used instead. th must be used inside a tr element.

Required Attributes

None. 

Optional Attributes

colspan can be used to specify across how many columns the cell should spread. The default value is 1. 

rowspan can be used to specify across how many rows the cell should spread. The default value is 1. 

abbr can be used to specify an abbreviated version of the content of the cell. 

axis can be used to specify a category that forms a conceptual axis in n-dimensional space for hierarchical structuring. The value can be a single name or a comma-separated list of names. 

headers can be used to explicitly specify which header cells are associated to the cell. The value is a single or comma-separated list of table cell id values. 

scope can be used to explicitly specify that the cell contains header information for the rest of the row (value row), column (value col), row group (value rowgroup) or column group (value colgroup) that contains it. 

align can be used to horizontally align the content of the cell. The value can be left, center, right, justify or char. 

valign can be used to vertically align the content of the cell. The value can be top, middle, bottom or baseline. 

char can be used to specify a character with which cells will align, such as a decimal point. It is not supported by any major browser. 

charoff can be used to specify the number of pixels the alignment should be offset from the char character. It is not supported by any major browser. 

Common attributes 

Example

<table>     

<tr>         

<th>Question</th>         

<th>Answer</th>        

<th>Correct?</th>     

</tr>     

<tr>         

<td>What is the capital of Burundi?</td>         

<td>Bujumburra</td>         

<td>Yes</td>     

</tr>     

<tr>         

<td>What is the capital of France?</td>         

<td>F</td>         

<td>Erm... sort of</td>     

</tr>
</table>
<tr>
Table row. tr elements must appear within a table element.

Required Attributes

None. 

Optional Attributes

align can be used to horizontally align the content of the cell. The value can be left, center, right, justify or char. 

valign can be used to vertically align the content of the cell. The value can be top, middle, bottom or baseline. 

char can be used to specify a character with which cells will align, such as a decimal point. It is not supported by any major browser. 

charoff can be used to specify the number of pixels the alignment should be offset from the char character. It is not supported by any major browser. 

Common attributes 

Example

<table>     
<tr>         
<th>Question</th>         
<th>Answer</th>         
<th>Correct?</th>     
</tr>     
<tr>         
<td>What is the capital of Burundi?</td>         
<td>Bujumburra</td>         
<td>Yes</td>     
</tr>    
<tr>         
<td>What is the capital of France?</td>         
<td>F</td>         
<td>Erm... sort of</td>     
</tr> 
</table>
<td>
Table data cell. If the cell contains a header rather than data, th should be used instead. td must be used inside a tr element.

Required Attributes

None. 

Optional Attributes

colspan can be used to specify across how many columns the cell should spread. The default value is 1. 

rowspan can be used to specify across how many rows the cell should spread. The default value is 1. 

abbr can be used to specify an abbreviated version of the content of the cell. 

axis can be used to specify a category that forms a conceptual axis in n-dimensional space for hierarchical structuring. The value can be a single name or a comma-separated list of names. 

headers can be used to explicitly specify which header cells are associated to the cell. The value is a single or comma-separated list of table cell id values. 

scope can be used to explicitly specify that the cell contains header information for the rest of the row (value row), column (value col), row group (value rowgroup) or column group (value colgroup) that contains it. 

align can be used to horizontally align the content of the cell. The value can be left, center, right, justify or char. 

valign can be used to vertically align the content of the cell. The value can be top, middle, bottom or baseline. 

char can be used to specify a character with which cells will align, such as a decimal point. It is not supported by any major browser. 

charoff can be used to specify the number of pixels the alignment should be offset from the char character. It is not supported by any major browser. 

Common attributes 

Example

<table>     
<tr>         
<th>Question</th>         
<th>Answer</th>         
<th>Correct?</th>     
</tr>     
<tr>         
<td>What is the capital of Burundi?</td>        
<td>Bujumburra</td>         
<td>Yes</td>     
</tr>     
<tr>        
<td>What is the capital of France?</td>         
<td>F</td>         
<td>Erm... sort of</td>     
</tr> 
</table>
<thead>
Table header. Along with tfoot and tbody, thead can be used to group a series of rows. thead can be used just once within a table element and should appear before a tfoot and tbody element.

Required Attributes

None. 

Optional Attributes

align can be used to horizontally align the cells within the element. The value can be left, center, right, justify or char. 

valign can be used to vertically align the cells within the element. The value can be top, middle, bottom or baseline. 

char can be used to specify a character with which cells will align, such as a decimal point. It is not supported by any major browser. 

charoff can be used to specify the number of pixels the alignment should be offset from the char character. It is not supported by any major browser. 

Common attributes 

Example

<table>     
<thead>         
<tr>             
<th>Header 1</th>             
<th>Header 2</th>             
<th>Header 3</th>         
</tr>     
</thead>     
<tfoot>         
<tr>             
<td>Footer 1</td>             
<td>Footer 2</td>             
<td>Footer 3</td>         
</tr>     
</tfoot>     
<tbody>         
<tr>             
<td>Cell data 1</td>             
<td>Cell data 2</td>             
<td>Cell data 3</td>         
</tr>         
<tr>             
<td>Cell data 4</td>             
<td>Cell data 5</td>             
<td>Cell data 6</td>         
</tr>         
<tr>             
<td>Cell data 7</td>             
<td>Cell data 8</td>             
<td>Cell data 9</td>         
</tr>     
</tbody>
</table>
<tbody>
Table body. Along with thead and tfoot, tbody can be used to group a series of rows. tbody can be used more than once to separate different sections and must be used if thead and tfoot are used. It must be used within a table element and must follow both thead and tfoot elements when used.

Required Attributes

None. 

Optional Attributes

align can be used to horizontally align the cells within the element. The value can be left, center, right, justify or char. 

valign can be used to vertically align the cells within the element. The value can be top, middle, bottom or baseline. 

char can be used to specify a character with which cells will align, such as a decimal point. It is not supported by any major browser. 

charoff can be used to specify the number of pixels the alignment should be offset from the char character. It is not supported by any major browser. 

Common attributes 

Example: same as thead
<tfoot>
Table footer. Along with thead and tbody, tfoot can be used to group a series of rows. tfoot can be used just once within a table element and must appear before a tbody element.

Required Attributes

None. 

Optional Attributes

align can be used to horizontally align the cells within the element. The value can be left, center, right, justify or char. 

valign can be used to vertically align the cells within the element. The value can be top, middle, bottom or baseline. 

char can be used to specify a character with which cells will align, such as a decimal point. It is not supported by any major browser. 

charoff can be used to specify the number of pixels the alignment should be offset from the char character. It is not supported by any major browser. 

Common attributes 

Example: same as thead

<col>
Column. Specifies attributes to be applied to a table column. Commonly used to apply CSS to a column. Must be used within a colgroup element.

Required Attributes

None. 

Optional Attributes

span can be used to specify a number of columns. 

align can be used to horizontally align the cells within the column. The value can be left, center, right, justify or char. 

valign can be used to vertically align the cells within the column. The value can be top, middle, bottom or baseline. 

char can be used to specify a character with which cells will align, such as a decimal point. It is not supported by any major browser. 

charoff can be used to specify the number of pixels the alignment should be offset from the char character. It is not supported by any major browser. 

Common attributes 

Example

<table>     
<colgroup>         
<col class="column1" />         
<col class="column2" />         
<col class="columns3and4" span="2" />     
</colgroup>     
<tr>         
<th>lime</th>         
<th>lemon</th>         
<th>orange</th>         
<th>blood orange</th>     
</tr>     
<tr>         
<td>8</td>         
<td>7</td>         
<td>12</td>         
<td>5</td>     
</tr>     ... 
</table>
<colgroup>
Column group. Specifies attributes to be applied to a set of table columns. Often used with col elements.

Required Attributes

None. 

Optional Attributes

span can be used to specify the number of columns the colgroup element applies to. 

align can be used to horizontally align the cells within the column group. The value can be left, center, right, justify or char. 

valign can be used to vertically align the cells within the column group. The value can be top, middle, bottom or baseline. 

char can be used to specify a character with which cells will align, such as a decimal point. It is not supported by any major browser. 

charoff can be used to specify the number of pixels the alignment should be offset from the char character. It is not supported by any major browser. 

Common attributes 

Example

<table>     
<colgroup span="2" class="columns1and2"></colgroup>     
<tr>         
<th>lime</th>         
<th>lemon</th>         
<th>orange</th>         
<th>blood orange</th>     
</tr>     
<tr>         
<td>8</td>         
<td>7</td>         
<td>12</td>         
<td>5</td>     
</tr>     
... 
</table>
Styles
<style>
Used to define CSS at a page-level (as opposed to an external CSS file). A style element must appear inside the head element.

Required Attributes

type is used to specify the content type which is generally text/css. 

Optional Attributes

media can be used to specify which media the styles are associated to. A value such as screen, print, projection, braille, speech or all can be used or a combination in a comma-separated list. 

title can be used to assign a title to the styles within the element. This can be then be referenced by browsers or scripting languages to either disable the styles or switch between alternate style sheets. 

I18n attributes 

Example

<style type="text/css">     
body {         
color: red;         
background-color: yellow;         
font-size: 80%;     
}     
p {
line-height: 1.5em;     
} 
</style>
<div>
Division. Defines a block of HTML. Commonly used to apply CSS to a chunk of a page.

Required Attributes

None. 

Optional Attributes

Common attributes 

Example

<body>     
<div id="navigation">         
[stuff]     
</div>     
<div id="content">         
[stuff]     
</div> 
</body>
<span>
Used to group in-line HTML. span applies no meaning and is commonly used solely to apply CSS.

Required Attributes

None. 

Optional Attributes

Common attributes 

Example

<p>You could apply styles to <span class="whatever">this text</span> or <span class="whatever">tis thext</span> using the span tag.</p>
Meta Info
<head>
The header of an HTML document where information about the document is placed. You must use the title element within the head element and meta, style, script, base and link can also be used.

You must use this element and it should be used just once. It must start immediately after the opening html tag and end directly before the opening body tag.

Required Attributes

None. 

Optional Attributes

profile can be used to specify the location of information about the document. The value can be a URI or a number of URI's separated by spaces. 

I18n attributes 

Example

<html>     

<head>         

<title>Shiny Gongs</title>         

<link rel="Shortcut Icon" type="image/ico" href="/favicon.ico" />         

<script src="/script/somescript.js" type="text/javascript"></script>     

</head>     

<body>         

[stuff]     

</body> 

</html>
<title>
Defines the title of a page. You must have a title element to produce a valid document and it must be placed within the head element.

Required Attributes

None. 

Optional Attributes

I18n attributes 

Example

<html>     

<head>         

<title>Shiny Gongs</title>     

</head>     

<body>         

[stuff]     

</body> 

</html>
<meta>
Meta information. Used to provide information about the HTML page. It must be placed within the head element.

Required Attributes

content is used to specify the meta information itself. 

Optional Attributes

name can be used to specify the name given to the meta information. The value can be anything, but common examples are description and author. 

http-equiv can be used when name is not used to define an 'equivalent' HTTP header for the document. This is commonly used to specify the MIME type and character set when the author has no direct control over the server. 

scheme can be used when name is used to specify how the value of content should be interpreted. 

I18n attributes 

Example

<meta http-equiv="Content-Type" content="text/html; charset=UTF-8" /> 

<meta name="keywords" content="darwin, evolution, natural selection, species, beagle, 1859" /> 

<meta scheme="ISBN" name="identifier" content="0-14-043205-1" />
<base />
Defines the base location for links on a page.

Relative links within a document (such as <a href="someplace.html"... or <img src="someimage.jpg"...) will become relative to the URI specified in the base tag.

The base tag must go inside the head element.

Required Attributes

href is used to specify the location on the base URI. 

Optional Attributes

None. 

Example

<head>     
<title>Peppers</title>     
<base href="http://www.somedomain.com/directory/" /> 
</head> 
<body>     
<p>
<a href="someplace.html">This</a> will actually link to http://www.somedomain.com/directory/someplace.html.</p>     
<div><img src="someimage.jpg" alt="Some image" /></div>     
<p> The location of the above image will be actually be http://www.somedomain.com/directory/someimage.jpg.</p>
</body>
Programming
<script>
Used to define a scripting language, such as JavaScript.

Required Attributes

type is used to specify what type of scripting language is used. This takes the form of a MIME type such as text/javascript. 

Optional Attributes

src can be used to specify an external source of a script file. 

charset can be used to specify the character set of the element. 

defer can be used to specify that the script does not generate any document content so that the browser doesn't have to worry about it while the page loads. It must be used in the format defer="defer". 

Example

<script type="text/javascript" src="somescript.js">

</script> 

<script type="text/javascript">     

function koala() {

alert('KOALA! KOALA!');     

} 

</script>
<noscript>
Defines content to be used when a script can not be used (either because a browser does not support it or a user has switched off that functionality).

Required Attributes

None. 

Optional Attributes

Common attributes 

Example

<script type="text/javascript">      

[some JavaScript stuff] 
</script> 

<noscript>     

<p>What? No JavaScript?</p> 

</noscript>
<object>
An embedded multimedia object. Often used in conjunction with param.

Required Attributes

None. 

Optional Attributes

classid can be used to specify the location of the object in the form of a URL or Windows Registry location. 

data can be used to specify the location of the data for the object in the form of a URL. 

codebase can be used to specify the base location from which relative URLs specified in the classid, data and archive attributes should be taken. 

declare can be used to specify that the object is a declaration only. It must be used in the format declare="declare". 

type can be used to specify the content type of the data specified by the data attribute. 

codetype can be used to specify the content type of the object. 

archive can be used to specify resources relevant to the object. The value should be a URL or a number of URLs separated by spaces. 

standby can be used to specify text that will be displayed while the object is loading. 

width can be used to specify the width of the object (in pixels). This can also be done with CSS. 

height can be used to specify the height of the object (in pixels). This can also be done with CSS. 

name can be used to specify a name by which the object can be referenced. 

tabindex can be used to specify where the element appears in the tab order of the page. 

Common attributes 

Example

<object classid="clsid:D27CDB6E-AE6D-11cf-96B8-444553540000" codebase="someplace/swflash.cab" width="200" height="300" id="penguin">     
<param name="movie" value="flash/penguin.swf" />     

<param name="quality" value="high" />     

<img src="images/penguin.jpg" width="200" height="300" alt="Penguin" /> 

</object>
<param>
Parameter of an object.

Required Attributes

name is used so that the element can be referenced and processed by the object. 

Optional Attributes

value can be used to specify the value of the parameter. 

id can be used to uniquely identify the element. 

type can be used to specify the content type. 

valuetype can be used to specify the content type of the value attribute. Values can be data, ref or object. 

Example

<object classid="clsid:D27CDB6E-AE6D-11cf-96B8-444553540000" codebase="someplace/swflash.cab" width="200" height="300" id="penguin">     
<param name="movie" value="flash/penguin.swf" />     

<param name="quality" value="high" />     

<img src="images/penguin.jpg" width="200" height="300" alt="Penguin" /> 

</object>
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